24-Hour RN Factsheet
· 13 States Already Require 24 HR RN Presence (State NH Regs).

· Salary for an RN was $67,930 in 2012 plus benefit estimates of $5,197, annual cost of RN: $73,127. (Bureau of Labor Statistics)

· Average cost of hospital stay for Medicare beneficiary:  $11,600 (2010)   (Costs for Hospital Stays in the United
States, 2010; January 2013)

· A facility with 4 RNs (1 RN Director of Nursing and 3 RNs – one on each shift) would exceed 0.3618 hours per resident day. 1,777 facilities nationwide fall below that level, indicating a lack of RNs to staff around the clock. This is 11% of nursing facilities in the US.  (CMS, Facility Survey Reports) (Calculations by the American Association of Nurse Assessment Coordination)

· Cost for a facility to staff with a RN round the clock:  $229.80 per day per deficient facility;  $83,877 annually (CMS, Facility Survey Reports) (Calculations by the American Association of Nurse Assessment Coordination)

· Total nursing facility profit margins have grown during the last decade. (MedPAC, “Skilled nursing facility services,” in Report to the Congress (March 2012), 171-208, http://www.medpac.gov/ documents/Mar12_EntireReport.pdf) 

· An estimated 22 percent of Medicare beneficiaries experienced adverse events during their SNF stays. An additional 11 percent of Medicare beneficiaries experienced temporary harm events during their SNF stays. Physician reviewers determined that 59 percent of these adverse events and temporary harm events were clearly or likely preventable. They attributed much of the preventable harm to substandard treatment, inadequate resident monitoring, and failure or delay of necessary care. Over half of the residents who experienced harm returned to a hospital for treatment, with an estimated cost to Medicare of $208 million in August 2011. This equates to $2.8 billion spent on hospital treatment for harm caused in SNFs in FY 2011.  (ADVERSE EVENTS IN SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES: NATIONAL INCIDENCE AMONG MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES, Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector General, February 2014)
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· Nationally, only 11.7% of all nursing home staff are registered nurses, despite nursing home residents having increased care needs. There are approximately 1,383,700 individuals residing in nursing homes nationwide. 48.5% of these nursing home residents are diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias. More than half of nursing home residents nationwide need assistance with at least four activities of daily living - 96.1% of nursing home residents need assistance with bathing, 90.9% need assistance with dressing, 86.6% need assistance with toileting, and 56.0% need assistance with eating. (CDC/NCHS National Study of Long Term Care 
Providers).

· Poor care outcomes continue to occur. 35% of nursing home residents nationwide experience incontinence, 24.2% are unnecessarily prescribed antipsychotic medications, 5.8% experience unintended weight loss, 5.4% have developed pressure ulcers, and 5.7% require the use of a feeding tube. (Nursing Home Data Compendium 2013 Edition)




